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By Regular U.S. Mail
And Facsimile 202-219-3923

Federal Election Commission
Office of General Counsel

Washington, D.C. 20463
Atntention: Ms. Kim Collins

Re: MUR 5985
CONFIDENTIALITY

RBQUESTED
2US.C. §§ 437g(a)4)(B) & 437g(a)(12X(A)

swom response and the attached proof o address the complaint allegations in this matter.
For the reasons below and based on the evidence provided, FMT requests a determination
from the Commission of no reason to believe, or, in the alternative, to dismiss.

As previcusly discussed by telephone with Ms. Kim Collins, a number of FMT
employees volunteered their time to belp a good friend and fellow employee, Tim Bumns,
with his first campeign for U.S. Congress to fill the recently vacated seat of Congressman
Bobby Jindal when he became the Governor of Louisisna. Tim Burns is FMT’s in-house
General Counsel. Tim is also a Louisiana State Representative who, since Hurricane
Katrina, has been extremely busy in special and regular sessions of the State Legisiature
while at the same time working as FMT"s General Counsel. Tim bas never before run for
a federal position nor have his fiiends ot FMT ever before been involved in such a
campaign.

So, being involved in helping Tim Bumns with his first campaign for Congress was new to
Tim and to all of us at FMT. Moreover, when Bobby Jindal left Congress to become
Govemnor, TYm Burns had a total of 3 months to campaign for US. Congress. Tim
declared his candidacy for Congress in January 2008, went through a Republican Primary
election and forced a runoff against long-time Louisiana politician Steve Scalise in March
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With regard to the credibility or validity of—and the motivation behind—the complaint,
we respectfully ask the Commission to consider that the complainant, Mr. Stephen Gele,
is a strong supporter with close ties t0 Mr. Steve Scalise, Tim Bums’ opponent in the
Ropublican Primary. The complaint purports 10 be signed on March 25, 2008, 2 weeks
before the runoff election between Steve Scaliss and Tim Bumns. During that same time,
the Scalise Campaign was running attack ads against Tim Bums. So outrageous were
those attack ads that on April 1, 2008, Ttm Burns was awarded a cowrt order enjoining
Steve Scalise and the Scalise Campaign from meking certain allegations against Tim
Bums in advertisements over the radio, television, print and internet. Sse T¥m Buwns v.
Steve Scalise and Steve Scalise for Congress, Docket No. 2008-11748, Div. H, 22%
Judicial District Coust, St. Temmany Parish, Louisiana.

Mr. Gele's complaint allegations concem: (1) “paid for” langoage on some signs, the
mwm' and posicard mailers; and (2) FEC finance reporting regarding FMT"s
space.

1. To the best of our knowledge, in the early rush of this extremely compressed
campaign, the printing of the first batch of signs omitted “peid for™ language. When that
was discovered, new signs were printed with the “peid for” language. As an example,
Exhibit “1” sttached hereto is & 4-page photocopy of one such sign (measuring 1 f&. x 2
ft., white with orange lettering) from March 2008 which reads: “VOTE NORTHSHORE
TODAY.” Directly below thet, the sign states: “PAID FOR BY TIM BURNS FOR
CONGRESS.”

To the best of our knowledge, sll the postcard mailers had “Paid by Tim Burns for
Congress, LLC” printed on the front in the white boxed arca directly under the addressee
information, as shown in the attached Exhibit “2”.

We recently viewed the Tim Bums Campeign website and noted that it currently contains
“PAID FOR BY TIM BURNS FOR CONGRESS" in a box in bold type, as shown on the
second page of the sttached Exhibit *3”. FMT has no control over the website.

2. FMT has properly charged for, and the Tim Burns for Congress Campaign has peid,
all expenses, including, for example, rental for the use of FMT's office space and many
other items, as shown in the attached Exhibit “4®. The first page of Exhibit 4 is a copy
of a check from the Tim Burns Campuign to pay FMT for the itemized charges. Since
the start of the campeign in January 2008, FMT"s accounting department collected and
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kept thorough records and receipts (see the attachments to the itemized invoioe in Exhibit
4). During the first part of March 2008, FMT"s accounting department drafted s
summary sheet to itemize and provide the campsign with a total of those charges. FMT’s
March 24, 2008, itemized invoice generated from the draft summary is shown as the
second page of Exhibit 4. The Tim Bumns for Congress Campaign peid FMT"s invoiced
amount by check (copy attached).

Conglusion snd Relief Reguested.

All of us st FMT encouraged Tim Bumns in his first campsign for U.S. Congress. Tim
only had 3 months from start to finish, but we tried very hard to do what we could and to
do it the right way with honesty and integrity—the same qualities in Tim Burns’
character that make his colleagues proud to say he is a good friend and a respected co-
worker. With all sincerity, FMT tried to follow every rule and to do it by the book.

In keeping with the Commission's Statement of Policy Regarding Commission Action in
mthShphhMPm(delm Vol. 72, No. 51
pages 12545-46), FMT respectfuily urges the Commission to consider this matter in the
context of this campaign and, accordingly, to make a determination of no resson to
believe. Only in the alternative, FMT would ask the Commission to make a
determination to dismiss as this matter does not merit additional expenditure of the
Commission’s resources. See Heckler v. Chaney, 470 U S, 821 (1985).

We sincerely thank the Commission for this opportunity to respond and to provide the
attached proof in support of FMT"s position.

Respectfully submitted,
Florida Marine Transporters, Inc.

Vice President &
Management Counsel

Pursusnt to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true

and correct. Executed on May 2, 2008.

Attachments: Statement of Designation of Counsel
Exhibits “1" through “4”
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
900 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20483

S'I'ATEHEN'I' OF DESlGNATION OF OOUNSEL

TELEPHONE- OFFicE (8399 277~ 75 7/
ol SIWA L B Ak

The above-named individual and/or firm is hereby designated as my
counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other communications
mmc«monlndtowtonmh if before the Commission.

(v do- Wasiva THppelirrg, Dre,
fhila b i bl
b Paigesnnd
RESPONDENTICLIENT_F/orida MNusina TPspearfers, Dhe.
(Please Print)

IAII..ING

MMandderille, A 204 7]

TELEPHONE- HOME m

susiness (05, 621 -20 2 2. -

Informadion is being sought as part of an investigation being conduoted by the Federal Election
wuummuau&agmm1mm This section
prohibits making public any investigation conducied by the Pederal Election Commission without




Exhibit “1”
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PAID FOR BY TIM BURNS FOR CONGRESS
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Exhibit «2”
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Exhibit “3”
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Florida Marine Transporters, Inc. 2360 FiRth Street
Mandeville, LA 70471
REMIT ALL PAYMENTS TO: (985) 629-2082 Phone
Departmant 5033 (985) 629-2150 Fax
Post Office Box 2153
Birmingham, AL 35287-3033
March 24, 2008
Tim Burns for Congress
P.O. Box 2531
Mandeville, LA 70470
Attn: Tim Bums
Terms: DUE UPON RECIEPT Invoice # TB-1
Bonenza Crawfish, inc $270.00 Election returns on 3/8/08
Collette Seafood $610.45 Election returns on 3/8/08
Office Depot $120.03 Envelops for letters
Sams $263.23 Election retumns on 3/8/08
Mandeville Party City $170.16 Vineyards Meet & Graet /Election returns on 3/8/08
GAS $70.03 Fuel
Rental of office space $1,500.00 Office & conference room - $500/month Jan-Feb-Mar
Rouses $32.13 Cooking for Meet & Greet
Rouses $149.30 Cooking for Mest & Greet
Supplies $61.14 Cooking for Meet & Greet
Party City $368.88 Supplies for Meet & Greet
Mandeville Party City $60.90 Supplies for Meet & Greet
Mandeville Party City $143.84 Supplies for Mest & Greet
Mandevilte Party City $17.44 Supplies for Mest & Greet
Mandeville Party City $137.56 Supplies for Tim Announcement Party 1/28/08
Waimart $65.77 Supplies for Haliday Function 1/22/08
Waimart $72.38 Supplies for Holiday Function 1/22/08
Vineyard's 1 Restaurant $686.00 Meoet & Greet 3/6/08
AT&T $0.38 Christina’s cell charges 3/3-3/8/08
Rouses $01.87 Vineyards Meet & Greet 03/08/08
Rouses $77.02 Vineyards Meet & Greet 03/06/08
Postage $50206  Washington Parish Mai-out - 1226
Postage $262.90 Mandeville area letier - 690
Postage $541.20 Gresnieaves -1320
Wes Sellars $606.00 Fuel - Meet & Greet functions
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE UPON RECEIPT $ 6,378.22

A Member of the American Watsrways Operators
An AWO Certifisd Rezponsible Carvier
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TIM BURNS
as of 3/24/2008
Expense/TB-1 Amount ~Reason

}270.00 {Election retumns on 3/8/08

Coliette Seafood 3619.45 |Election retums on 3/8/08
Dffice Depc 120.83 pps for letters
S — 253,23 Election retums on 3/8/08
Mandeville Party Cit 170.16 wrds Meet & Greet /Election retums on 3/8/08
GAS _ .03 |F _
Rental of office spac $1,500.00 [Office & conference room - $500/month Jan-Feb-Mar
Rouses 132.13  |Cooking for Meet & Greet
Rouses 149.30 _|Cooking for Meet & Gree
Supplie: 381.14 poking for Mest & Greet
Party City $358.88 ISupplies for Mest & Greet
Mandeville Party Cl for
Mandeville Party C 143.84 for Mest & Greet
andeville Party C 17.44 for Mest & Grest _
Mandeville Party Cit; $137.55 |[Supplies for Tim Announcement Party 1/28/08 .
Walmart _$65.77 _ISupplies for Holiday Function 1/22/08
Walmart 72.38  |Supplies for Holiday Function 1/22/08
evard's 1 Restauran }685.00 [Meet & Greet 3/6/08
AST 8.3 [Christina Cell charpes 3/3-3/8/08
$01.87 syards Mest & Greet 03/06/08
77.82 ds Meet & Greet 03/06/08
tag 502.08 |W Parish Mail-out - 1226
tag }282.90 |Mandeville area letter - 660
Postag 541.20 |Gresnieaves -1320
Wes Seflars
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Fams Russp =~
—
Pesled Crawfish (14 packe) 9.00 20400
Pesled Crawfish (import)
Crawfish heads
Crawfish Fat
Live Crawfish (regular)
Live Crawflsh (select) f
Whols Cooked Crawfish —
Crabmest ’
Sub Total |
i
Yotnl| F70-po
A Sarvios Chatge & TS par monh wil be adied 1o
o o Sobonttn of S Seont & S9% saey tov
Shal be paid by o eustomer.
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) - M
D 80INVOICE
Breass Bridge, LA 7017 | Dwe e |
337-228-7548 FAX 337-228-7544 : 1
E-Maii: guidrys_catfish@bhotmail.com | wnoes © s |

EEY S W EERER R @ B M @ eSS & SPeEDAE

Name / Address ' Ship To
Home Coﬁuwtlon ‘Home Conulpllu

Lodlet ,b;.fm»(

P.0. No. ; Terms ; DueDste i ShipOste

|

: . v . ,

. cOoD i a9nms  22nms !

14'DELVIS 134 Seasoncd Catfish Strips wi3¥ Breading IQF US. Farm Ralsed | 42.78 | 8T

v e mave

q@a'l BNTD MAR 0 4 2008 .
Subtotal
Terms: Purchaser agrees fo pay 1.5% per month Iate charges, computedon S—CI.. Tax (3.6%) N

unpaid past due balance. Purchaser aiso agrees (o pay all collection fees, {
attorney fess, and all other cost Incurred for coltection.

. Total .
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Vineyard's | Mmq I“VO'GQ
321 N. Columbia St. S =1
LA 7083 72008 ]
Bl To Ship To
El?
P.O. Number Terms Rep Ship Via F.0B. Project
Tim Buras Camp. 32008
Quaniity lism Code Oescriplion Price Each Amount
0.00 0.00
1] siles Labor 4 people $60.00 240.00 240.00T
1] other P.A. oquipment & Estertaincr 200.00 200.00T
1] sales Beverags & Ber sarvice 245.00 248.00T
1{ other Gratalty ( At your option & discretion ) : 0.00T
1] other Faoitity rontal ( At your option & discretion ) 0.00T
Out-of-state sale, exempt flom sales tax 0.00% 0.00
[
&
BITD MAR 18 2008
Total $625.00
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" '+ FLORIDA MARINPSRANSPORTERS COMPANY EX™ XNSE REPORT
' |rmn {Corporate Cherge Card No.

Date
J— Attach All Required Receipts
TravelVEntertainment Travel and Entertalnment
Charge Dete Explanations, Alr/Car Aulo Ted/ Mosls
__Code | MoDaeyiYr | .includingCly | Trens |GesWesh _Hotel | ey | Total

__MW G e

Charge Dale Avto Tolo/ Dues/ Other
|__Code | MoDayYr | OtherExpenses | Reper | Utiities | Supplies | Subscrip | semetecy | Totel |
3308 Oftice Depot $277.92 A
3008 | Wendeviis Parly Co $170.16 311&1%
L) _Sems $20323 | $283.29
Total All Other $701.31 | $701.31
on behall of Pensecole Bay T Company
m'.Wm Balance Due O individusl ; $701.31
I T A &E/ $701.31
: Less: Empioyss Advances
[ Eouae: Totml Due Employes _$701.31
. o= Phus: Total Susiness Expenses Charged o Corporste Credit Card
;;: 3//:/" [Equaie: Total Business Expense $701.31)




28044212624

FLORIDA MARINP““RANSPORTERS COMPANY Ef INSE REPORT

Road Inetuctions . [Name & Address (pind FeclyDepariment _|Corporate Charge Card Mo,
Reverse Side Before Hiduigo Complience
Preparing Report. North Canterbury; LaPPlase LA
Period Covered Joste
From 21808 To 1008 031008 Atiach AN Required Receipts
Purpose of Trip/Nature of Expsnse
TraveVEntartainment Travel and Entertainment
Charge Date Explanations, AlriCar Auto Taxd/ Meals
|_Code | MoDeyYr| inchdingCly | Trans |GewWesh| Parking | Howl | SSss | vowl
Total TraveVEnterteinment Expenses "
All Other Expenses
Cherge Dele Auto Tole/ Duee/ Other
|__Code | Mo/DaylYr | OtherExpenses | Repeir | Utiities | Supplies | Subscrip | sapussge | Total
3308 Office Depot e 52
008 Mandevile Parly Co $170.16 | $170.1
10 Sams $253.23 |
Total Al Other $701.31 $701.31
hetl have above
expangee on behelf of Pensecols Bay o
Worhmh Salance Due O ndwvidusl m—-—u‘
o w . Total 1.31
: Total Dus 1.31
. b Pius: Total Business xpenses Charged % Corporate Credit Card
3/1w/s ¥ [iquoi: Yoai Businpes Hiparee 3701.31
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FLORIDA MARINE TRANSPORTERS CREDIT CARD EXPLANATIONS
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4ol 0 100P/ 0.99TF 3.9%

2 Green Onfone
ahs

R
1 Large Green Bell Peppers

JTEMS PURCHASED: 19

Your Cashier:Connfe

:

‘- 629212Fr082

LA

Thanks For Shopping

Rouses Market #31
Covington,
(985)867-5146

104893 01-28-08 10:32A 043/07/0031
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WE! :OME TO
ROUSES LUPERMARKETS
s afeafeateateafeate o e ok e afeak i agage

http://www . rouses .com

1 2iplc Frz Bg Jub 20a1STIF 3.8
2 liple Fr2 Bg Jub Z0a1STIF .8
3 Gresn Onions SIFT F
S5eaP@® l1oal/ 0.75 3.7
4 Popper Diced 140z STFTF 3.9
5 Pepper Diced 1402 STFTF 3.9
8 Savoies Pork Tasso 80STFT F  3.28
T Savoies Pork Tasso 80STFT F 3.2
8 Savoies Pork Taseo BoSTFT F  3.28
9 Rouse Long Grin Rice STFTF  7.67
10 Rouse Sak Jalp SausagSTFY F¢  3.03
11 Rouse Sak Jalp SausagSTFT F+  3.71
12 Rouses Pork AndouilleSTFT F¢  3.79
13 Rouses Pork Andoui11eSTFT F&  3.71
14 Cilantro With Tags STFT F
2P0 100°/ 0.98 1.08
15 Y0iX Large Bunch CelerSTFT F  1.78
18 Cllantro With Tags STFTF 0.9
17 Lrg Yiw Brwn Onions STFT F
4.43 ¢e1 / 008 3.08
18 Lrg Yiw Brun Onfons  STFT F
4.5 ¢! / o068 3.16
19 Single Pk Baby Bk RIbSTFT F 14,12
20 Single Pk Baby Bk RIbSTFT F  15.52
2) lown fark Rabv Rihe STFT ¢ 13.02
Z¢ vork Siriuin Unops BESTFT Fs 5.3
23 Pork Sirloin Chops BgSTFI F¢ 5.20

24 Broast Fillet Faly PKSTFT F+  9.01
25 Broast Fillet Faly PKSTFT F¢  9.44
Bresst Fillet Fuly PKSTFT F&  8.57
sepessries Sale Subtotaless 141.88
LOCAL SIS X 7.4
STMN-PP X 0.27

SEEEEEsRttEs 148.38
Account No.
Appr No. :081
*5 VISA 148.9
RN IR I S S S RN R IS EEESIRSRES
ITEMS PURCHASED: 31
- 1 ]
Your Cashier:NORGAN B

Thanks For Shopping
Rouses Market #21
Mandeville, LA
ajeagealeage sfeageajeajeajeajeaieajeajeajeaie sleaieseateaienie

St. Louis Style
Barbecued Pork Ribs
Every Friday 4-7TPM
slsafeageatenieajsajesiealealealealsaleaeals slealeateofeaiere
300008 01-21-08 5:22P 076/07/000% .

£y
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RIDA MARINE TRANSPORTERS CREDIT CARD EXPLANATIONS
W" iamp-u oy rmant e
‘Code D te
___Code | Date — _Explanation _ _

& o send oul Lelter from Din

1711/2008]E0onMobl
Gas for Ervonds run for office & Tim's Functions
1

Drinks w/ SG8, & FMT AWO

Hotel room for AWO
1721 Party

A4

1 ity Co

8K

for Office

for Bowl

for Bowl Rinerarys
Snacks & Drinks for
Lunch for trip
Shists for n
Shirts for in OP!

131

3

8

&
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$125.90
TR $11.65
TOTAL $137 .55
CUSTOMER COPY

Dt §88e

PRCHASE TOTAL 13,8
LESS VISA/MRSTERCARD 137,55
MO BETIRES Ok EXCIMES

ums
rob senict o ct

o IE gD

m IIII'EIED H1TH Uﬂlillll !CI'.IFT

#CLEARRNCE NOT RETRNABLE
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Save money. Live better.-

§E9ZTZFFO8 T

$ ITEMS SOLD 13
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Save money. Live better.-
t 4} Ic N [ ]
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SALES DORAFT
MIEVILLE PARTY Cl:i
MI!UILLE. LA 7047
TERNINAL 006750%

66320008299
01/22/2006 13:27:%

., .
ml L ] [
INVDICE 29219 2

R geas
SALE TOTAL $74.937
TAX $6.93
TOTAL $81 .30

CUSTORER COPY
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PARTY CI1Y' OF MAMBEVILLE
3371 HIGHAY 190

WANOEVILLE, LA 70471 , | .

uﬁmmm?uﬂ“.

93407 CUTLERY

Nﬂﬂ~ww~h-

gﬂr F ! ]
407 CUTLERY|
93407 CUTLERY
93407 CUTLERY
93407 CUTLERY
§3552 LATEX BLLN
S3554 LATEX BLLN
93407 CUTLERY

SUSTOTAL
TAX
ToTAL
VISA

-~
o» Ao
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Sales Tax

9.87

i Account No. seiekinbins
. Appr No. :031057

[
(
|

91.87

ITENS PURCHASED: 33

1 Your Cashier:BARBARA B

Thanke For Shopping
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Florida Marine Transporters, Inc.

L/

46"

Check Request

PAYEE: {d g"éfeca, \ Eé lars

sl e
DATE:
AMOUNT:
FOR:
SIGNATURE.
Forids Marine Tranaportars

Vouchar Number Invoice Number
031808

ENTD MAR 1.8 7008

Payment Number Check Date

B oo

InvoiceDate  Outstanding Amt  Net Peld Amt  Discount Taken

3/18/2008

$66.00 $66.00 $.00

/

NORTHLAKE FUEL

38518 HNY 33

MANDEVILE LA 70471
STATION NUMBER

221156110801 \
DATE: 03/18/00
TIME: 12:28
o:E.TEIﬂ J SELLAR J |
CREDIT
PUNPR 9 REGULA
GALLONS 20. 613
@ 3.199/GAL
FUEL 66 .0
TOTAL 566 .0
1388
AUTHO 06834

THANK ¥OU FOR
SHOPPING WITH US
PLEASE COME AGAIN

Check Number

Writs OF  Net Check Amt
$.00 $66.00

Sk




